THE CLIMAX
received a check from which it did not recover. Parnell was
named as co-respondent in an action for divorce.
Feeling upon divorce in those days was in England exceed-
ingly strong. Any English Member of Parliament in such a
position would have been compelled by the opinion of his
colleagues to resign his seat. Parnell refused to do so. Glad-
stone, whether merely seizing the opportunity to wreck Home
Rule and be rid of Irish pressure or actuated by sincere moral
motives, refused to continue working with the Irish leader;
there was a violent quarrel within the Nationalist Party, fanned
by the secret resentment which many of its members felt for
the aloofness of ParneU's character and the strict discipline he
had imposed; the Irish clergy as a whole took sides against the
former National leader, the party in Parliament was split into
two sections who were at each other's throats; each loaded the
other with abuse, and the mainspring of the movement was
broken. This did not prevent the successive introduction and
reintroduction of Home Rule Bills; one such was introduced
within three years, but when it obtained a majority the House
of Lords duly threw it out, and there was no real weight of
English opinion behind it.
Parnell was dead (he died in 1891); Gladstone retired after
his second and abortive Home Rule Bill (the more pronounced
Nationalists in Parliament strongly denounced it as insufficient),
the clauses of which had passed by small and dwindling
majorities; and when the Lords threw it out they undoubtedly
had the mass of politically minded England behind them. At
the close of the nineteenth century a reasonable man would
have judged that the chance of even partial independence for
Ireland had been lost for ever.
On the other hand, the organization for the recovery of the
land by the Irish peasantry from the landlords proceeded with
success; and one main reason for this was the attitude of what
had now become the chief power in English public life—the
banking system. The banks, which had not yet acquired the
supremacy they now hold but were already far advanced towards
it, were deeply involved in the Irish land problem. They had
directly and indirectly advanced large sums to the now im-
poverished landlords, on which the new dual ownership and
reduction of rents made it more and more difficult to keep up
the interest. It was to the advantage of the banks that the
621

